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merciless momentum is a passive resultant.
Like some Mississippi  or Niagara, it rolls
its * myriad   drops   gently   onward,   being
but the suction  and pressure  which  they
..exercise  on  one  another.    Any tremulous
thought   or   playful   experiment   anywhere
may be a first symptom of great changes,
and may seem to precipitate the cataract
in  a  new  direction.    Any  snowflake  in  a
boy's sky may become the centre for his
boule de neige, his prodigious fortune;   but
the monster will melt as easily as it grew,
and leaves nobody poorer for having existed.
In America there is duty everywhere, but
everywhere also there is light.     I do not
mean superior understanding or even moder-
ately wide knowledge, but openness to light,
an evident joy in seeing things clearly and
doing them briskly, which would amount to
a veritable triumph of art and reason if the
affairs  in  which  it  came  into  play  were
central and important.   The American may
give an exorbitant value to subsidiary things,
but his error comes of haste in praising
what he possesses,  and trusting the first
praises   he  hears.     He   can   detect  sharp
practices, because he is capable of them.